
Novel Ideas for Classroom 
Using What the Moon Said with 4th and 5th grade classes. 

Language Arts 

• Letter-writing plays an important role in What the Moon Said. Write a 

letter that Esther might have written from the farm to her friend Shirley 

if she'd known Shirley's new address. 

• Esther loved being part of a play at school. Take one scene from What 

the Moon Said and write it as a scene from a play. 

• Esther loved to imagine and pretend. Describe something you imagined, 

and wish were true. 

• When Esther imagined leaving the farm it made her terribly sad. 

Describe something you can imagine that would make you sad. 

• Esther was a great speller and loved spelling bees. Ask your teacher to 

have a spelling bee in your class with the boys on one team and the girls 

on the other. 

Social Studies 

•  Superstitions are woven all though What the Moon Said. List five of 

them. 

• Make up a superstition of your own. 

•   Esther's Ma brought her superstitions from what country? See if you 

can discover a superstition that comes from a country that isn't in What 

the Moon Said. 

•  Can you find a similar superstition that came from another country? 

• Why do you think some people believe in superstitions? 

•  What the Moon Said was inspired by family stories about the author's 

mother’s girlhood. Imagine you are grown up and want to write a story 

about your life now. What are the most important things you think you 

should include to give children of the future a sense of what it's like to 

grow up at this particular time in history? 
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